SAVE THE CHILDREN AND OTHER CHARITIES

www.savethechildren.org.uk
Sierra Leone is struggling to recover from more than a decade of civil war. The conflict that began in 1991 claimed thousands of lives and destroyed much of the country’s infrastructure. Although peace was declared in 2002, renewed fighting in neighbouring Liberia threatens children’s chances of development. 

Save the Children is focusing its efforts on protecting vulnerable children from abuse and exploitation, including Liberian refugees who've fled across the border. We’re also responding to the increasing threat of HIV/AIDS. 

We also work across the borders of Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea and Liberia to protect displaced and separated children, reunite them with their families, and reintegrate them into their communities.

Save the Children has published three separate reports on the subject of Child soldiers. Click on the title for full details and to download each report. 

Other Reports
A Fighting Chance 

This paper provides guidance to policy-makers, advocacy initiatives and field-based programmes. The guidelines reflect the combined experience and thinking of International Save the Children Alliance members who have worked with children associated with armed groups and armed forces. 

No Place Like Home? 

The result of new research by Save the Children into children’s experiences of reintegration, in the Kailahun District of Sierra Leone. 

Crossing the Border 

This report looks at the Disarmament, Demobilisation, Repatriation, Rehabilitation and Reintegration process (DDRRR) of Rwandan boys and girls formerly associated with armed groups in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

CAFOD

http://www.cafod.org.uk/about_cafod/jobs
Making a difference: 

AIDS awareness in Sierra Leone Youth Against AIDS singer Mary Fofana, 20, writes the lyrics for one of the group's songs. 

Twenty-year-old Mary Fufana is the dynamic lead singer of Youth against AIDS, a group of young people from Kenema, Sierra Leone, that is raising awareness of HIV/AIDS in the local community. 

HIV/AIDS is a serious problem in Sierra Leone – but in the Kenema region, awareness of the dangers is low. 

Youth against AIDS is tackling that by taking performances to schools and public places. 

Getting the message across

The group uses traditional and modern music, drumming and dance to attract people’s attention. 

Once a crowd has gathered, the group performs sketches about HIV/AIDS and leads discussions on the issue with the audience. 

In a country badly affected not only by the HIV/AIDS crisis but also by a traumatic civil war and extreme poverty, getting health education messages across is an important process. 

Skills training

Youth against AIDS members received training in leadership skills and HIV/AIDS awareness from the CAFOD-funded Network Movement for Justice and Development. 

Mary says, "Since I joined the youth group I've had school books and materials. 

“We've been very successful. We have organised ourselves to educate ordinary people about AIDS. We promise that we will teach them about the sickness. 

“We pray that the Lord God will protect them all and give them strength to continue what they do." 

Making a difference: 

Football in Sierra Leone Former child soldier Alimamy Kamara plays football as part of his rehabilitation with Caritas Makeni in Sierra Leone. 

Thirteen-year-old Alimamy Kamara was sold by his parents to be a child soldier in Sierra Leone. After two years’ fighting he made a dramatic escape and is now being supported by Caritas Makeni’s rehabilitation programme. 

Alimamy is tiny for his age and it’s hard to imagine him being a very effective soldier. Now he's proud to wear the number 8 shirt for the Wusum Ward football team, trained by Mohammed Kumara, an older ex-soldier. 

Caritas Makeni has organised young ex-soldiers – now living back with the community – into eight football teams. They train on weekday evenings on grass pitches in their smart, colourful kit. 

Playing in the teams in stills discipline and self-confidence among these young people, who often have low self-esteem and poor social skills. 

In major tournaments, Caritas Makeni awards prizes for good co-operative playing as well as winning. 

Sierra Leone: Fact file Economic and social analysis of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

Capital: Freetown 

Area: 71,740 sq km (UK is 244,820 sq km) 

Natural resources: diamonds, titanium ore, bauxite, iron ore, gold, chromite. 

Cash crops: coffee, rice, peanuts, bananas, vegetables 

Main Industry: mining (diamonds, bauxite, rutile) 

 Life expectancy at birth (yrs) 

 34.5 

 50.4 

 77.9 

Adult literacy rate 

 36% 

 53.3% 

 99% 

GDP per capita 

 $470 

 $1,274 

 $25,300 

United Nations Human Development Report 2003 

Ethnic Diversity: 20 native African tribes 90% (Temne 30%, Mende 30%, other 30%), Creole (Krio) 10% (descendants of freed Jamaican slaves who were settled in the Freetown area in the late-18th century), refugees from Liberia's recent civil war, small numbers of Europeans, Lebanese, Pakistanis, and Indians 

Languages: English (official, regular use limited to literate minority), Mende (principal vernacular in the south), Temne (principal vernacular in the north), Krio (English-based Creole, spoken by the descendants of freed Jamaican slaves who were settled in the Freetown area, a lingua franca and a first language for 10% of the population but understood by 95%) 

Voting rights: 18+ years 

Religions: Muslim 60%, indigenous beliefs 30%, Christian 10% 

Independence from the UK: 27 April 1961 

Currency: 2693.14 Leone = £1 (July 00) 

Population: 5,732,681 (July 2003 est.) (UK: 60,094,648) 

WORLD VISION

http://www.worldvision.org.uk/
Specialising in certain key areas helps us transfer expertise from one project to another. For example, lessons learned about farming in drought-affected areas in Africa are influencing the way we now work in Afghanistan. 

The areas on which we place special emphasis in our projects are:

HIV/AIDS - prevention and care

Peace and conflict - fostering peace in troubled communities

Food security - making sure enough of the right kind of food is available every day 

Development and rights - helping communities recognise their rights and to achieve their hopes and dreams

Disability - making sure those who are disabled have an equal place in community life

Often it is the UK Government or the European Union that fund these projects. This gives us the opportunity to share with them the lessons we learn through our programmes. We also encourage the poor communities we work with to speak up to their own governments on the issues concerning the lives of poor people.

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

http://www.icrc.org/
The ICRC vegetable garden project to assist women to become self-sufficient. ICRC/ref. sl-e-00009. Since the end of the war in January 2002, the ICRC has adapted its operation in Sierra Leone. Following up cases of Liberian children separated from their families and visits to persons deprived of their freedom remain the ICRC's protection priorities. 

Meanwhile, the ICRC has completed its projects in health, housing, water and sanitation for civilians in the worst-affected eastern districts. While some shelter activity will continue in Kailahun district, other assistance activity has all but ceased.

The ICRC has been continuously present in Sierra Leone since 1991.

Presence (2005): 150 staff, including 14 expatriates

Children separated from their families by armed conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Côte d'Ivoire

Access to lists of children separated from their families and the relatives they are seeking.

AO-D-00171As a result of the conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone (the last one ended early in 2001) and in Côte d'Ivoire, hundreds of children are still separated from their families. Today, most of them are living in camps for the displaced and refugees in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Côte d'Ivoire and other countries. These children, some of them very young, are desperately looking for their relatives.

The ICRC is doing its best to rectify this painful state of affairs as quickly as possible. In line with its mandate, it is working to restore contact between family members and to reunite these children with their families through various means, including publishing on the internet the names of the children concerned and the relatives they are seeking.

Resources

Maps Sierra Leone - ICRC maps

8-12-2004

 Photo Collection "Protect Children in War"- a joint effort by the ICRC and UEFA 

28-4-2004

Multimedia Sierra Leone: EURO2004™ referees with children who have suffered the effects of war: video clip

22-6-2004

Annual Report ICRC Annual Report 2003: Sierra Leone

28-6-2004

ACTION AID

http://www.actionaid.org/
Regional and international work 

Our staff promoted Action Aid's message on food security, trade and HIV/AIDS at the Africa Social Forum and World Social Forum in 2003. We also worked with the Africa Union to build up a strong, united civil society network in the run-up to the WTO meeting in Cancun. 

We set up a southern Africa partnership programme to represent Action Aid at meetings of key regional bodies such as NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa's Development). We also teamed up with SEATINI (Southern and Eastern African Trade Information and Negotiations Institute), the African Women's Economic Policy Network and the Africa Leadership Forum in a project aimed at strengthening Africa-based think tanks.
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