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Sierra Leone

The UK is Sierra Leone's largest bilateral development partner. DFID provided £104.5m in aid in the three years from 00/01 to 02/03 (£35m, £37.1m, £32.4m). DFID has undertaken to provide £120m in aid over three years (03/04 to 05/06), as well as a 'substantial direct development programme' over the next ten years. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Sierra Leone and UK Governments, confirming the 10 year partnership arrangement, was signed in November 2002. The MoU details commitments between the Government of Sierra Leone and the UK Government and includes benchmarks by which the recovery and development of Sierra Leone will be measured by its own citizens as well as by donors. 

The DFID programme is focussed on building capacity in governance, including public administration, public financial management and anti-corruption measures. The UK is helping to strengthen the justice system and the role of civil society. DFID also has major projects to reform and equip the Sierra Leonean Police, to house the Sierra Leonean army and to reform the Sierra Leonean intelligence service. These have totalled approximately £30m over the last 3 years. 

DFID operates a number of different funding schemes to promote sustainable development and eliminate poverty.


Funding programmes for individuals
UK government departments and the devolved administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, plus a number of other UK organisations, offer a variety of scholarships and other awards to help international students study in the UK.

DFID is the main supporter of the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United Kingdom. The Commission offers a wide range of study and mid career professional updating opportunities for citizens of Commonwealth countries as part of Britain’s contribution to the Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP). For further details of the scheme and the type of awards currently available (including the Shared Scholarship Scheme) please visit the UK section of the [image: image1.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.csfp-online.org/" \t "_blank" CSFP web site. 

To find out whether you might be eligible for a scholarship or for financial grant support, start by asking your own Ministry of Education. You can also contact your local British Council office, which will have information about UK award schemes.

Other government departments and other bodies also offer scholarships in the UK. For detailed information about these please visit the [image: image2.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.educationuk.org/" \t "_blank" Education UK website. 

The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed at the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000 and nearly 190 countries have subsequently signed up to them.

The Goals range from halving global poverty and hunger to protecting the environment, improving health and sanitation and tackling illiteracy and discrimination against women.

They were introduced as part of a wider attempt to encourage the international community to stop talking about making a difference in the developing world and join forces to start doing something about it.

Alongside the Goals, a series of 18 targets were also drawn up to give the international community a number of tangible improvements to aim for within a fixed period of time, and also make it easier for them to measure their progress to date.

The intention is that almost all of these targets will be achieved by 2015. Unfortunately, while some significant progress is being made towards meeting some of the targets in some of the affected countries, in many cases progress is patchy, too slow or non-existent.

Although improvements have been made in many areas in Sub-Saharan Africa, for example, the number of people living in poverty there is still greater now than it was in 1990.

Where countries are committed to working together, making the necessary changes and providing adequate resources, a great deal can be achieved in a short space of time.

The Department for International Development (DFID) recognises that the Millennium Development Goals have a crucial part to play in reducing poverty and encouraging progress in the developing world. As a result, DFID has made them the main focus of all of its work.

The Eight Millennium Development Goals:

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

· Achieve universal primary education 

· Promote gender equality and empower women 

· Reduce child mortality 

· Improve maternal health 

· Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

· Ensure environmental sustainability 

· Develop a global partnership for development 

For more information on the Millennium Development Goals please go to the 
UN Millennium Development Goals website

CASE STUDIES

TB and HIV: Fighting a dual epidemic in Africa
Related pages: Africa homepage | MDG 6: HIV, AIDS, malaria and other diseases | TB factsheet
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A vicious circle is turning TB into one of Africa's biggest killers of people with AIDS - as people living with HIV and AIDS develop life-threatening TB which in turn accelerates HIV progression. 

But an initiative from the World Health Organisation (WHO), which was part-funded by DFID and carried out by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), may help to break the circle. 

The ProTEST project investigated how to interrupt the sequence of events by which HIV infection fuels the tuberculosis epidemic, by promoting Voluntary Counselling and Testing as an entry point to a range of services.

· 
Project summary from the LSHTM
 

· 
The WHO's TB pages
 



Encouraging voluntary testing

The ProTEST project encouraged people to go for voluntary HIV tests and TB screening at six clinics in Malawi, South Africa and Zambia: DFID funded the two clinics in Zambia.

People who were discovered to have active TB were referred to national TB services - while others were offered preventative drug treatment. Those with HIV were offered counselling and further support services - including home-based care and the use of a hospice. People were also shown how to reduce the risk of HIV and TB infection.

More than 140,000 people came for voluntary counselling and testing as part of the ProTEST projects; while WHO estimates that the initiative helped to prevent thousands of new HIV and TB infections. 

As a result, more people are finding out their HIV status. Those who are not infected are counselled to help themselves to remain uninfected. Those who are infected are referred into available care and support services as they need them

The governments of all three countries involved are now looking to expand joint TB/HIV activities nationally and there are plans to implement the initiative across a further five countries in southern and east Africa.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dfid.gov.uk/casestudies/files/africa/zambia-protest.asp" \l "top#top" Back to top


Key facts

· The Zambian project was funded by a DFID Innovations Grant from 1999-2001 with a budget of £197,043 pounds 

· In Zambia, the Central Board of Health, included ProTEST expansion to all districts of the country in its proposal to the GFATM and sub-contracted ZAMBART to develop the first training packages to train early-adopting districts in the ProTEST model of collaboration and combined TB/HIV care 

· Results from the ProTEST initiative have helped the 
Stop TB Partnership
 in its work to cure TB and manage HIV. Since 2002, DFID has provided £2 million in funding to the Partnership 

· DFID has pledged £259 million over 2002-08 to the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria
 

· Halting and reversing the spread of TB is part of the sixth Millennium Development Goal to combat killer diseases in the developing world. 

· 24 March is 
World TB Day
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dfid.gov.uk/casestudies/files/africa/zambia-protest.asp" \l "top#top" Back to top
Contracts Let by Procurement Department January 2005
	Project Title
	Country
	Consultant
	Total GBP
	Sector

	Management of Civil Society Programme in Sierra Leone
	Sierra Leone
	Care International UK
	4,798,396
	Strengthening Civil Society

	Procurement of Anti-TB Drugs for RNTCP
	India
	International Procurement Agency BV
	1,750,000
	Communicable Disease Control

	Modernising Social Services - Russian Federation
	Russian Federation
	Arcadis BMB
	998,219
	Social Policy

	Meeting the Mdgs: What's Working and What's Not? An Evidence Based Assessment of Water and Sanitation
	Non Specific Country
	Environmental Resources Management
	358,582
	DFID Admin

	Scaling-Up Aid: Case Studies
	United Kingdom
	Overseas Development Institute (ODI)
	99,480
	Economic Policy

	Reading University Data Course
	Pakistan
	University of Reading
	98,440
	Unallocated

	WRDMAP Start Up Consultancy
	China
	COWI
	93,009
	Water Resource Management

	Conflict Consultant
	Non Specific Country
	Greenall, Gilbert (Dr)
	90,000
	Peace Building

	Support to Local Government Services Commission
	Sierra Leone
	University of Birmingham
	83,130
	Public Reform/Good Governance

	Rwanda Revenue Authority - Phase V - Short Term Adviser in Customs Operations
	Rwanda
	The Crown Agents for Overseas Governments and Administrations Ltd
	73,400
	Anti Corruption

	Evaluation of DFID Country Programmes - Lesotho Country Study
	Lesotho
	International Organisation Department
	71,101
	Economic Policy

	UK Project Leader for Montserrat Media Project
	Montserrat
	Wild Dog Ltd
	69,150
	Government Services

	Short Term Economics Support to DFID's Programme of Assistance to Palestinians
	West Bank and Gaza
	Oxford Policy Management Ltd (OPM)
	67,390
	Economic Policy

	Scoping Study for Research into Energy For Development
	Non Specific Country
	AEA Technology Plc
	54,103
	Economic Policy

	Crown Agents: Provision of Training on Debt/Hipc Issues for Sudanese Parties
	Sudan
	The Crown Agents for Overseas Governments and Administrations Ltd
	49,824
	Debt

	Support to the St. Helena Consultative Poll
	St Helena
	Eris
	49,479
	Elections

	Production of Practical Guidance on Strategic Environmental Assessment 
	Vietnam
	International Institute for Environment & Development (IIED)
	46,465
	Environmental Policy

	Workshop on "Crisis States, Post-War Reconstruction and Media Policy"
	United Kingdom
	Crisis States Research Centre
	39,793
	Governance Policy

	Support to the Social Development Head of Profession
	United Kingdom
	Social Development Direct Ltd
	39,357
	Social Policy

	Country Assistance Plan (CAP) Consultancy
	Jamaica
	University of the West Indies - Iser
	37,500
	Social Policy

	Liberia: Senior Civil Service Expert
	Liberia
	Agbenu, Sam (Mr)
	36,853
	Government Services

	EU Accession and Structural Funds Workshops
	Bulgaria
	International Training Services Ltd
	32,980
	Economic Policy

	Liberia: Senior Civil Service Expert
	Liberia
	Korda, Alexander (Mr)
	31,093
	Government Services

	Review of the Poverty Reduction Fund With the Asian Development Bank
	Asia Regional
	Social Development Direct Ltd
	30,000
	Financial Development

	CSSP Local Needs Policing Advisor
	Sierra Leone
	Coulson, Barry
	29,050
	Public Reform/Good Governance

	CSSP Communications Technical Assistance
	Sierra Leone
	Bakka Limited
	27,386
	Government Services

	CSSP Cid Trainer
	Sierra Leone
	T.G.T.C. Limited
	26,688
	Public Reform/Good Governance

	Consultancy Services
	United Kingdom
	Roth, Colin (Mr)
	23,000
	Government Services

	Economics for Non-Economists
	Nigeria
	Angel Scott Associates
	17,500
	Economic Policy

	Economics for Non-Economists
	Uganda
	Angel Scott Associates
	17,500
	Economic Policy

	Economics for Non-Economists
	United Kingdom
	Angel Scott Associates
	13,500
	Economic Policy

	Public Finance Management(PFM): Basic Refurbishment of Administrative Buildings in Yei
	Sudan
	Helm Corporation Ltd
	13,296
	Unallocated

	Study of Attitudes Towards Multilateral Assistance
	Non Specific Country
	Overseas Development Institute (ODI)
	9,597
	Unallocated

	French Language Tuition
	Congo, Dem Rep
	Linguarama
	6,875
	DFID Admin

	French Language Tuition
	Congo, Dem Rep
	Linguarama
	6,874
	Non-Formal

	French Language Tuition
	Congo, Dem Rep
	Linguarama
	6,417
	Non-Formal

	Assessing the Need for DFID's Engagement in the Health Sector
	Ethiopia
	IHSD Limited
	5,642
	Health Policy

	Agriculture - Infrastructure Study
	United Kingdom
	Halcrow Group Ltd
	5,000
	Economic Research

	French Language Training
	United Kingdom
	Communicaid Group
	3,579
	DFID Admin

	French Language Tuition
	Congo Dem Rep
	Linguarama
	3,060
	DFID Admin

	Russian Training
	United Kingdom
	Communicaid Group
	2,182
	Vocational

	Russian Training
	United Kingdom
	Communicaid Group
	1,976
	Vocational

	Spanish Language Training
	United Kingdom
	Communicaid Group
	1,858
	Higher

	Seconded National Experts - UK Rep Secondments & Stagiaire Programme
	Belgium
	Art of Living
	1,515
	DFID Admin

	Seconded National Experts - UK Rep Secondments & Stagiaire Programme
	United Kingdom
	Art of Living
	1,515
	DFID Admin

	Seconded National Experts - UK Rep Secondments and Stagiaire programme
	Belgium
	Art of Living
	1,515
	DFID Admin

	Spanish Tuition
	United Kingdom
	Communicaid Group
	279
	DFID Admin
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