ECOWAS/MANO RIVER AGREEMENT

http://www.ecowas.info/
Republic of Sierra Leone is on the shores of North Atlantic Ocean.  It shares its boundaries with Guinea and Liberia. 

The country consists of three main geographical regions. The Sierra Leone Peninsula in the extreme west which is most mountainous, rising to about 2,900ft. This area was called Sierra Leone (the Lion Mountains) by the Portuguese explorer Pedro de Cintra in 1462. The western part of the country, excluding the Peninsula, consists of coastal mangrove swamps and a coastal plain that extends inland from 60 to 100 miles. Many rivers in this area are navigable for short distances. In the east and northeast is a plateau region ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 ft, with peaks of over 6,000 ft (Loma Mansa - Bintimani 6,390 ft) in the Loma Mountains and Tingi Hills 
Sierra Leone got its independence from Britain as early as in 1961 but they took more than 30 years to prepare a Constitution for the country.  Even this constitution has had several amendments since 1991.  The curse of Sierra Leone is its civil war.  Several people are dead and almost 30% of the population got displaced in the civil war. Almost all of them are refugees in the neighbouring countries.  Disarmament and demobilization of the fighting factions were achieved by the involvement of international community and the World Bank. 

Trade and Monitory Union 
A common external tariff system for mutual trade  was the aim of  Trade and Monitory Union.  Elimination of regional tariffs and any obstructions  in the way of expanding trade relationships among member states were to be removed once and for all by this protocol.   
SIGOA – TOPS 
Information technology is yet to develop in the member states.  In fact , Senegal is the only exception among the west African states in the use of internet and  telecommunication devises in full earnest. 
In order to promote the development of intra-regional trade,  ECOWAS developed a ‘’ Trade Opportunities Management System (SIGOA-TOPS). The system aims at promoting trade contacts between  various companies of the region and at boosting the   Trade Liberalization Scheme (TLS).  The system consists in a network of information exchange between the various trade promotion structures within ECOWAS including official Trade Promotion Organisations (TPOs) and private sector institutions.  The net  work is being managed by the Community Computer Center ( CCC) 
Travel, Transport & Communication
The purpose was to allow free and uninhibited travel facilities to all citizens of member states in every member country.  They are free to settle down in any part of the states  and conduct any legitimate business what so ever.  This protocol was signed in 1979.  
Economic Development : 
Many of the member countries are in need of external finance resources for the exploitation of their natural resources.  Countries like Mali and Liberia  can prosper  if sufficient capital is siphoned in, for the infra structural improvement and activate their mining industry.
Ecobank Transnational Inc; based in Togo is the one engaged in harnessing regional investment potential.  The Industrial Forum sponsored by  the organization meets every two years to promote industrial development in the region.
Energy 
Economic development of any nation is evaluated on the basis of their energy production.   Quite a few of the members like Cote d’Ivoire have Electrical energy in surplus where as countries like Benin needs to import.    A work programme for energy development, involving a regional analysis of energy issues and plans for increasing efficiency and finding an alternative source was planned in 1981. 
 The establishment  of an Energy Resources Development Fund was approved in 1982. It was decided to establish a Data Center to provide  information on renewable energy resources.  The  construction of an ECOWAS refinery to supply refined petroleum products for the region was also envisaged..
Agriculture :
An Agricultural Development Strategy was adopted in 1982, aiming at sub-regional  / regional self-sufficiency by the year 2000 .  Soil analysis and seeds selection for the area, live stock development area  a part of the strategy. Member states were advised to     consolidate their requirements on the basis of the strategy when they negotiate their requirements with the suppliers.
Seven seed selection and multiplication centres and eight livestock-breeding stations were established in 1984.  
Social Programmes : 
Four organizations have been established within ECOWAS by the Executive Secretariat: the Organization of Trade Unions of West Africa, the West African Youth Association, the West African Universities Association and the West African Women's Association. Regional soccer activities are held under the auspices of the West African Football Union. Sports competitions are held periodically.  In 1989, a health organisation was also formed by the member states.

THE MANO RIVER AGREEMENT

The Mano River Union, consisting of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, was established in 1973 to constitute a customs and economic union between the member states in order to improve living standards. Decisions are taken at meetings of a joint ministerial committee. 

