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A list of the main points contained in the Report
Africa

Improve governance, by doing more to respect human rights and fight corruption

Progress has been made on democratisation

Provide free primary education

Improve health systems - by training extra health workers - and spending 15% of national income on health in the long term

Encourage trade within the continent

Use more aid money on infrastructure, such as ports, roads and airports

Do more to help orphans and vulnerable children

Double the area of land being irrigated to grow more crops 

The West 

Double or treble aid flows, if the money can be absorbed - an extra $25bn a year by 2010 and a further $25bn by 2015

Forgive 100% of debts

Move towards grants, not loans

Remove trade barriers and end subsidies on goods also exported by Africa, such as cotton and sugar

Spend more on the fight against HIV/Aids

Return billions of dollars, stolen by corrupt officials, now held in western bank accounts

Contribute $3bn a year to fund peacekeeping operations and stem the flow of arms to Africa

Spend $500m a year for 10 years to fund universities.

A brief synopsis of the Commission’s Report dated 11th March 2005.

The ‘Marshall Aid’ Programme for Africa?
An ambitious Africa recovery plan launched today challenges the rich world to end "appalling" trade protectionism and allocate an extra $25 billion (13 billion pounds) aid a year to reverse poverty.

But the widely trailed Africa Commission report, an initiative of Prime Minister Tony Blair, faces a daunting task to gain acceptance from the G8 group of rich nations and win over sceptics who see it as a talking-shop.

"African poverty and stagnation is the greatest tragedy of our time," began a summary of the 464-page report launched on Friday.

Its promoters liken the plethora of recommendations -- on improving rule and ending conflict in Africa, plus providing better aid, debt relief and trade rules from the West -- to the post-World War Two "Marshall Plan" for recovery in Europe.

"It is the most bold and serious plan for a generation," a senior Foreign Office official said.

But critics say its noble words will go the same way as previous Africa plans -- unless rich nation groups like the G8 and the European Union, both of which London chairs this year, put their money where their mouths are.

"Taken together, the recommendations are an ambitious but realistic agenda for debt, aid, trade and HIV and AIDS," agency Action Aid said. "The first real test will be whether it is acted upon at the G8 leaders' Gleneagles summit in July."

And even before its publication, a central plank for funding the plan -- the London-proposed International Finance Facility (IFF) to borrow against future aid pledges -- has drawn U.S. opposition.

"The report ... throws down a challenge to the G8 to either put up the necessary money or shut up with the empty rhetoric on development in Africa," Catholic charity CAFOD added.

AFRICAN LEADERS RAPPED

The headline figure from the report was a call for a vast increase in aid to Africa by an extra $25 billion a year until 2010, and $50 billion from then.

A commission source said a third of that could be financed from within Africa, based on recommended reforms hoped to achieve 7 percent economic growth by 2010.
The rest would come from the West.

"Practical proposals should be developed for innovative financing methods such as international levies on aviation," the report said, in a nod to proposals from French President Jacques Chirac for an international tax to fight AIDS.

Another eye-catching proposal was for an end over the next decade to rich country trade barriers and agricultural subsidies, which the commission lambasted for creating "appalling levels of developed country protectionism".

"By doing this they will cut massive wasteful spending, and provide huge benefits to their own public, and to Africa and other developing countries," the report added.

The commission also called for 100 percent debt write-offs for the poorest nations, an arms treaty to regulate weapons flow into Africa, punishment for Western businesses that pay bribes, and repatriation of stolen funds.

"Weak governance has blighted the development of many parts of Africa ... Corruption is a systemic challenge," it said.

The full report was to be available on the commission's Web site www.commissionforafrica.org from 9.30 a.m. on Friday.

It was to be simultaneously presented by Blair in London, with Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi launching it in Addis Ababa, and a U.N. event in New York.

Various African leaders sat on the commission, which also had a dash of celebrity from Irish rocker Bob Geldof.

."Are we really going to let this opportunity pass?" he said. "The greatest sin of all would be not to try."
Other features

Governance and capacity-building 

The report stresses the importance of an effective state that will protect human rights and promote entrepreneurship. Bad governance has been the central cause of Africa's bad economic performance over the last few decades. 

Corruption must be stamped out and assets that have been illegally procured and ended up in banks in the developed world will have to be repatriated. The report says western companies can be as guilty as African governments for their part in corruption - often sealing lucrative deals through bribes. 

"The international community also has a role to play in maintaining high standards of governance. If it does so in its own activities - and demands it in the activities of private sector agents, like the multinational companies active in developing countries - then it will be better positioned to encourage similar high standards in the way African countries manage the cash from their natural resources," the report says. 

The international community must also make changes in the way that it donates money to improve public infrastructure. 

"African governments should draw up comprehensive capacity-building strategies. Donors should invest in these, making sure that their efforts are fully aligned with these strategies rather than with their own competing priorities and procedures," says the report. 

Peace and security 

"Violent conflict has killed and displaced more people in Africa than in any other continent in recent decades," says the report. Preventing and managing conflict is key if Africa is to make the rapid acceleration in development that its people seek. 

To make aid more effective at reducing conflict, the report suggests that donors address root causes of conflict by addressing issues such as exclusion and inequality. The international community should also negotiate an arms trade treaty. There are a number of significant gaps in arms control agreements. During the Darfur crisis in Sudan, for example, arms continued to be imported into the country. 

Given Africa's wealth of natural resources, strong policies need to be in place to prevent natural resources being sold to fund conflicts. Sanctions and broad agreements such as the one in place to stem the flow of "conflict diamonds" are needed, it says. 

Companies operating in conflict regions can sometimes create further instability through the use of disreputable security companies. The capacity of the UN to prevent and resolve violent conflict also needs to be improved. The report calls on member states to reform the UN so that peacekeeping operations can speed up troop deployment. 

Education and health 

For the international community to achieve its millennium development goals of halving poverty, heavy investments in health and education need to be made and the two are connected. A World Bank study showed a clear correlation between education and lower HIV/Aids infection rates. 

The report calls for sufficient funding to provide free basic education to all boys and girls in sub-Saharan Africa. Governments need to ensure that girls as well as boys attend school and invest in training teachers so that teacher/pupil ratios can be brought under 1:40 for basic education. 

African governments should rebuild systems to deliver public health services, invest in training health workers and allocate 15% of annual budgets to health. Donors should increase their funding from an additional $10bn annually immediately, rising to $20bn by 2015. This assistance should go predominantly through national budgets. 

Aids represents the major challenge to sub-Saharan Africa - in 2004 it killed more than 2 million people. Three-quarters of young people living with HIV in Africa are women. 

Such is the scale of the crisis that aid to tackle this problem should be in addition to other aid. Donors should increase their contributions to at least $10bn annually within five years. 

Growth and poverty reduction 

To reduce poverty, economic growth across Africa needs to be accelerated. The goal should be to increase the average growth rate to 7% by the end of the decade. 

Poor infrastructure is a key barrier to economic growth. In Uganda, transport costs add the equivalent of an 80% tax on clothing exports. 

Africa needs an additional $20bn a year for infrastructure, to spend on upgrading roads, reducing slums and investing in communications networks. 

To improve growth, small businesses - even tiny family farms - need to be given the opportunity to grow. 

Small enterprises need to be given access to credit such as the micro-finance institutions that are found in Ghana and Cameroon. 

To help promote economic growth, yet also protect the environment, developed countries should set targets for greater use of cleaner energy to encourage its use in developing economies. 

Trade 

Africa will fail to achieve sustainable growth and poverty reduction and fail to meet the millennium development goals unless it increases its diminishing share of world trade. 

The continent's problems stem from inadequate roads and ports, but it also faces what the report calls "appalling" levels of developed country protectionism and subsidies. 

It calls for the speedy completion of the Doha round of negotiations on improving the rules governing world trade. The US, for example, spends $4bn a year on subsidising its cotton farmers, driving down world prices by up to 20% and causing annual income losses of $250m in West African cotton producing states. The report says this undermines the livelihood of 10 million people in Africa. 

Last year the World Trade Organisation ruled US cotton subsidies illegal but the US appealed, and lost last week. But the subsidies will not disappear overnight. 

Rich countries spend nearly $250bn a year supporting their agricultural sectors, which only account for a small percentage of GDP. Agriculture accounts for 30% of Africa's GDP, 70% of employment and most of its exports. 

The report is highly critical of Europe's common agricultural policy, which it says needs further reform if progress is to be made under Doha. Without reform, the US and Japan will not feel pressured to change either. 

Development must be the priority in all trade agreements and liberalisation must not be forced on Africa, it concludes. 

Financing 

To accelerate income growth towards 7% a year and meet the millennium development goals, aid flows from rich countries to Africa need to double, increasing by $25bn a year over the next three to five years and with the possibility of a further $25bn. 

Experience, it says, has shown that aid can be provided and used badly but that more and better aid can support positive changes, as countries such as Senegal, Mozambique and Ethiopia have demonstrated. 

Donor countries need to ensure they meet commitments to raise their aid to 0.7% of their GDP. The report gives backing to chancellor Gordon Brown's proposal for an international finance facility designed to front-load aid flows, something the report considers important. 

For the sub-Saharan countries that need it, the report urges countries, the World Bank and the IMF to move to 100% debt cancellation as soon as possible, provided that the countries concerned improve governance and channel the money into development and poverty reduction. 

Implementation 

African countries and the rest of the world can only deliver on the report's recommendations if there are clear commitments by both sides, with timetables, based on sound evidence of what works and what does not. 

International institutions need to be strengthened so they are capable of delivery and must be refocused on African development and contain a stronger African voice, for example in an expanded UN security council. 

Effective independent monitoring mechanisms are needed to check on progress, and the people and civil society of the developed world need to keep up the pressure on political leaders to keep the momentum going, it concludes. 

John will bring with him a full copy of the Commission’s Report

