Diaspora and investment in Africa.
Over 30% of Somalia’s annual economic income is the result of monies sent home by Somalians living overseas. In Ghana a new section of the Ministry of Finance has been created to assist Ghanaians living overseas to channel their money safely into the national economy. In many African countries money sent home by those living abroad is greater than the sums invested via overseas business. Yet, most remains in private bank accounts and does not promote domestic investment. Surely, some of these funds could flow into micro loans, or other forms of small-scale investment.
This week in London - 12th-15th September 2005 a conference has been held to promote ways of increasing funds and more importantly allowing them to enter the wealth creating sectors of domestic economies. The links that follow will allow you to read more on what must become a major form of investment in Africa.

Web sites worth visiting
www.emergingminds.org/magazine/content/index.php?itemid=2007
An informative US-based magazine promoting business opportunities in Africa.

www.oneworld.net/article/archive/1943/440
An interesting magazine in which articles relating to financial issues are stored according to country of origin.

www.news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/4038799.stm
The official BBC site and an article that concentrates on financial affairs in Africa.
www.afrol.com/categories/politics/diaspora
A site offering news coverage on African financial issues and especially investment opportunities for diaspora funds to be channelled into the continent.
For many African countries money sent home from people working abroad in remittances is a crucial part of the economy. Dr Lola Banjoko is an organiser of Africa Diaspora Investment Week here in London.

www.africadiaspora.com
The official site of the ambitious week long conference on Diaspora investment in Africa.
www.africarecruit.com/
Job opportunities in Africa.

www.blackenterprise.co.uk
Afro-American and other diaspora opportunities for investing in Africa.

www.africa-investor.com
Investment opportunities in Africa.

www.nepadbusinessgroup.net
The section of NEPAD that deals with investment and business.

Surely, one of the topics we should discuss is how Africa can attract funds from its population who live abroad.

