Global Issues (MFA)
Global Issues

A course designed to help those wanting to introduce students to global issues. Please check each link before using as they do tend to fall out of date.  

http://www.johnbirchall-economist.com/GlobalAwarenes1.doc
Virtual World Affairs
An extensive site that offers links to many others dealing with world issues

www.etown.edu/vl
Short review of post 1945 economic history

A brief four part economic history of the world post 1945.  

http://www.johnbirchall-economist.com/short%20ec%20hist1.doc
Useful links to newspapers
http://www.eureporter.co.uk/
An official newspaper of the European Union

http://w.moreover.com/
A link to most of the English speaking newspapers around the world

Details on major economies

China
An extensive set of notes and slides that concentrate on business prospects in China (PR) Also offers links to some newspapers, including the Taiwan News 

http://www.china-biz.org/China_Page.htm
The Chinese Economy

A well maintained site that fully analyses the developing of the fastest growing economy in the world.  

http://www.asianinfo.org/asianinfo/china/pro-economy.htm.

The Japanese Economy

Various information regarding the Japanese economy

The Japanese economy is one of the strongest in the world. Only the USA has a higher GNP. The Japanese currency is the Yen. 

Exports: Japan's main export goods are cars, electronic devices and computers. Most important single trade partner is the USA which imports more than one quarter of all Japanese exports. Other major export countries are Taiwan, Hong Kong, South Korea, China and Singapore. 

Imports: Japan has a large surplus in its export/import balance. The most important import goods are raw materials such as oil, foodstuffs, and wood. Major suppliers are the USA, China, Indonesia, South Korea, and Australia. 

Industries: Manufacturing, construction, distribution, real estate, services, and communication are Japan's major industries today. Agriculture makes up only about 2% of the GNP. Most important agricultural product is rice. Resources of raw materials are very limited and the mining industry rather small. 

Links

http://www.boj.or.jp/en/index.htm - Bank of Japan

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/index.html - Ministry of Health

http://www.mof.go.jp/english/index.htm - Ministry of Finance
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