Organisations and Interest Groups

Charter88 

Charter88 is an independent organisation which was established in 1988 to campaign for the reform of British political institutions. Its main areas of concern include - the implementation of separate parliaments for Wales and Scotland, a freedom of information act, a bill of rights, the adoption of proportional representation and the reform of the House of Lords. Its web site offers information on the purpose and policies of Charter88, including access to the text of some of its publications and reports. It also contains recent press releases from the organisation.

New Internationalist 

Web site of the New Internationalist magazine a publication that " ... exists to report on issues of world poverty and inequality ..." The magazine was originally launched in 1970 with support from Oxfam and Christian Aid, it has since become independent and now emanates from New Internationalist Publications a communications co-operative based in Oxford. The site is hosted by the One World network. The magazine is published monthly, typical themes covered include: refugees, poverty, child labour, humanitarian aid, landmines and development issues. The Web site includes information about how to subscribe to the hard copy of the magazine or alternatively an option to search or browse the full text of selected articles from many of the back issues.

Friends of the Earth: England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

Friends of the Earth (FOE) is a large international network of environmental groups spread across more than 60 countries worldwide. This Web site is provided and maintained by the English, Welsh and Northern Irish arm of FoE. The site includes details about the organisation, how to join and get involved with their work, information about local, national and international campaigns, FOE publications and press releases.

Jubilee Research 

Homepage of the UK Jubilee Research (formerly Jubilee 2000) campaign which is working towards cancelling the debt of the world’s poorest countries that can never be paid. This site provides research and background papers as well as question and answer sections on issues surrounding debt relief. The site is searchable. Jubilee Research is part of the radical think-tank, the New Economics Foundation, in London.

New Economics Foundation 

The New Economics Foundation works with community, non- governmental and governmental organizations, as well as a range of individuals from research institutes in the UK and elsewhere. It has a programme of research in the areas of Indicators, Community Economics, Values and Culture and People and Money. Specific projects include the formulation of alternative economic indicators at local, national and international levels, research on community enterprise, exploring the links between trade and the environment, and extended product durability. Its publications can be browsed on the site and ordered in print form or downloaded in PDF format.

Oxfam Resources, Reports and Publications 

This forms a section of the Oxfam Web site. There are reports, briefing papers, emergencies manuals; Cool Planet (a resource for teachers) and latest publications are highlighted.

Antitrust policy 

This page is sponsored by the Dean’s fund for faculty research at the Owen Graduate School of Management, at Vanderbilt University. The project links four types of information: antitrust case documents (complaints, opinions, and expert testimony); enforcement guidelines and speeches; economic bibliographies; and current antitrust issues in the news.

Economic Democracy Information Network 

The Economic Democracy Information Network (EDIN) is an archive of files for progressive activists and researchers. Issues covered range from the economy, labour, race and racism, gender issues, trade and socialist organizations.

Institute for International Economics 

Based in Washington, DC, the Institute for International Economics is "a private, non-profit, non-partisan research institution devoted to the study of international economic policy". The Institute aims to provide practical ideas and suggestions to inform public debate, addressing both audiences in the United States and around the world. The site provides occasional news releases; the text of various speeches, testimony given before US Government committees, and essays, grouped by topic; and a set of links to related Web sites. The Institute partly funds itself through its publications which are detailed on the site but gives access online to the full-text of working papers since 1996.

OECD 

The organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, part of the system of Western international institutions developed after World War II, is a forum for monitoring economic trends in its 30 member countries, the free-market democracies of North America, Western Europe and the Pacific. Contains information on the publications and products of the OECD. Also contains a Newsroom section, an online bookshop and Themes i.e. areas of work at the OECD, e.g. food safety, emerging economies, education. The site can be accessed in English or French.

Christian Aid 

Although an aid agency that works for and is supported by the churches in the UK and Ireland, Christian Aid works wherever the need is greatest, irrespective of religion. Its policy is to support and work with local organisations, which are best placed to understand local needs, as well as giving help on the ground through 17 overseas offices. Christian Aid believes in strengthening people to find their own solutions to the problems they face and campaigns to change the rules that keep people poor. Christian Aid’s Web site includes information about the organisation and its aims, reports on emergency, refugee and crisis situations around the world and sections entitled news, campaign, world, in-depth, worship and learn zone.

EUROPA 

The official web site of the European Union. It provides free access to a wealth of information about the structure of the EU, its policies, current activities and future development. The institutions section includes links to the main bodies of the European Union including its parliament and legislative organs. The documents section includes extensive coverage of EU law, free access to the Bulletin of the European Union and its annual reports. The EU at a glance section includes news releases and a history of EU developments. Check the what’s new section for the latest news on EU enlargement, the European Constitution and the involvement of the EU in foreign affairs.

World Economic Forum 

The World Economic Forum is an independent and impartial international organisation committed to "integrating the leaders from business, government, academia and other parts of civil society into a global partnership for economic and social progress." On this site you will find publications including regional competitiveness reports and the world competitiveness report. There are also details of the organisation’s summits and missions. The World Economic Forum also produces the World Link magazine which can be read online.

Post-autistic Economics Network 

This is an interesting and challenging new movement which had its beginnings in June 2000, in an open letter from French economics students to their lecturers. In it they objected to the mainly neoclassical theory which they were taught, claiming it disregarded reality. They also criticised the excessive mathematical formalisation of their teaching. Supporters want a more pluralistic, empirical approach to economics. PAE has spread to Spain, Portugal and to other countries including the UK. The site has sections on PAE's development, news articles, open letters from economists and suggestions for new ways of teaching economics. There is an online petition presented by Cambridge economics PhD students, calling for new methods of teaching economics. Site users can sign this petition. There is a link to the network’s free online journal, Post-autistic Economics Review. The site’s resources are in a mixture of English, French, Spanish and Portuguese.


Social Market Foundation 

The Social Market Foundation was established in 1989. Its main activity is to commission and publish original papers by independent academics and other experts on key topics in the economic and social fields, with a view to stimulating public discussion on the performance of markets and the social framework within which they operate. The Foundation is independent of any political party or group and is financed by the sales of publications and by voluntary donations from individuals, organisations and companies. The Web site provides: details about the Foundation and its activities; links to further information on current research areas; relevant press releases; forthcoming events; and the Foundation’s regular newsletter and published papers. There is also a business forum and a collection of links to other similar think tanks - both in the UK and abroad.

