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National News

Help with health sector from South Africa

Minster of Health and Sanitation, Ibrahim Sesay past Friday received on behalf of his Ministry 5000 pieces of assorted uniforms from the Southward African Family Support Services based in the United Kingdom.

Chief Executive Officer of African Family Support Services (SL), Dr. Kabineh Koroma who presented the uniforms noted that his organization had to pay custom duties for the items because they did not have enough time to go through the protocols of duty-free concession.

“I do not mind because we are contributing to the well being and development of my country," he said.

Dr. Koroma stated that he is looking forward to a better and more fruitful relationship between his organizations and the Ministry.

"There are lots of things that can be done if only we collaborate well," Dr. Koroma said, adding that the brain behind this effort is Fatmata Turay who is also in the U.K and she is ready to push for more support for Sierra Leone.

Receiving the items, the Deputy Minister expressed gratitude and appreciation to the donors, noting that the gifts are indeed expensive, which the Ministry would take great care of.

He promised that the items would be distributed to Government hospitals and clinics across the country.
The ten different types of uniforms are appropriate for use in wards and theatres

World Bank predicts growth in developing countries

"Developing countries could nearly double their 1990s growth rate as their investments in structural reforms begin to pay off," the Bank said. 

Further reductions in trade barriers should also help developing countries reach an average growth rate of 3.4% between 2006 and 2015, up from less than 2% in the 1990s, the bank predicts. 

Some possible risks ahead? 

Its 2004 predictions come on the back of 5.2% growth in 2003 as the developing nations were boosted by an upswing in the major industrial economies. 

The Bank forecasts growth this year to be strongest in the East Asia region at 7.8%, followed by the developing countries of Europe and Central Asia at 7%; South Asia at 6%; Latin and America and the Caribbean, the Middle East and North Africa at 4.7%, and sub-Saharan Africa at 3.2%. 

But the Bank said growth would slow in 2005 and 2006.
Science agreement in ECOWAS

Science and technology ministers from the 16 nations in the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) have agreed to work together to develop science and technology in the sub-region.

Meeting on 4 November in Abuja, Nigeria, the ministers pledged to develop regulatory frameworks, institutions, human resources and infrastructure. They hope their efforts will create a competitive environment that will facilitate investment in science and technology. To this end, ECOWAS will set up a commission to steer cooperation among member states, and to build links with the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and other relevant agencies. The ministers also agreed to create research centres in priority areas such as biotechnology, space science, and 'indigenous technology' – which include technologies for food preservation and crop storage. Although ECOWAS was formed more than 30 years ago, the Abuja meeting was the first for the countries' science ministers. It could lead to integrated science and technology policies and strategies across West Africa. West African nations have large reserves of minerals and other natural resources such as gold in Ghana, oil in Nigeria, and diamonds in Liberia and Sierra Leone. The ministers will therefore advocate establishing mineral testing centres and processing units that would add value to exported materials. To ensure West African scientists profit from their research findings, the ministers say they will pursue the protection of intellectual property rights. Funding is likely to be a major challenge in a region where donors fund most national budgets and ECOWAS dues are perpetually in arrears. In 1980, member nations agreed to commit one per cent of their gross domestic product to science and technology. That commitment - which was not met in most states - may need to be resurrected. This time the ministers are also eager for the private sector to help raise venture capital funds. Realising that implementing their decisions will require strong political will, the ministers pledged to lobby their national parliaments and ECOWAS parliamentarians to promote science and technology.

Is the Sierra Leone Government really serious about alleviating poverty?

There is certainly no underestimating the several new avenues for the overall development of the coastal West African country in post war era. But despite these, deprivations and poverty persist, ironically, in the midst of inversely proportionate accumulation of wealth by a minority, of which the greater proportion are foreigners. Palace dwellers live side by side with inhabitants of hovels, breeding resentment in impoverished settlements whose members view their wealthy neighbours as the very source of their predicament. The continuing housing boom belies the claim that Sierra Leoneans are poor taking the rising costs of land and building materials into consideration. Foreigners are having a field day in trade and commerce making nationals mere consumers of the goods and services they offer. There is no level playing field for new entrepreneurs that are not accustomed to corruption, tax evasion, and unfair trade practises. Our tax system is both onerous and porous, with the burden mostly on the few industries that are vulnerable simply because their existence is obvious. The not so obvious private business sector gets away with a lot of irregular and unfair trade practices including tax evasion and unauthorised employment of foreigners. Not long ago, His Excellency, the President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah had to personally intervene in the Customs Department that has institutionalised corruption in the process of clearing and forwarding goods at the Quay- a clear indication that unless and until the President personally interferes, nobody else cares. In fact the President's dream for food sufficiency by 2007 has been overshadowed by a more dominant vision of which his successor will be. The President should not forget that after his second term expires, his successor would be quick to blame everything that went wrong on him. Tejan Kabbah would be the sine qua non for all the failings of the government he led. We believe that if only the President can redirect the energies of his Ministers and civil servants to service delivery and performance according to established laws and policy guidelines, his vision would become a reality in the not too distant future. Perhaps the President should shift his passion for food sufficiency to high gear by declaring non-tolerance for non-performance and corruption in his administration. In doing so, neither friend nor party should obstruct him. We also believe that the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) is yet another strategy to divert attention from the obvious to the illusory. The whole hype about the PRSP is to fulfil the requirements of the World Bank and the Donor Community to guarantee the implementation of the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPIC) project by which huge debts would be cancelled to be re-injected into the economy. Whatever strategies are adopted will have to stand the 'political will' test; the PRSP must show how the political will to implement the adopted strategies would be guaranteed. The government has yet to tackle corruption and its deleterious effects on society, and the Anti- Corruption Commission is circumventing the problem by calling for a more broad-based participation in the anti-corruption pursuit, which might just be a fleeting illusion never to be attained under the present political status quo. It's like if you know you can't contend with the dynamics of corruption, so you shift the burden to the gullible and ignorant. Or that they really know how to deal with the problem, but do not have the guts to target the perpetrators who may well be their employers or close associates. The present abeyance in the decentralisation process is pointer to the fact that politics and development are incompatible when partisan consideration takes precedence over the welfare of the people. The APC/ SLPP divide is crucial to sustainable peace and development in Sierra Leone-thanks to the new awakening of the Civil Society under the nomenclature National Elections Watch (NEW,) that is beginning to lay the foundation for a formidable Civil society that will fully engage government in every aspect of governance to check the negative impact of party politics on the process of decentralisation and development. If we are really serious about alleviating poverty, the Civil society must fully engage in the process rather than observe passively as politicians, technocrats and civil servants hold our national development to ransom.

 Other West African Economic News
New Life for West Africa Gas Pipeline

The $500 million project to build a 430 mile pipeline from Nigeria to Ghana could win final World Bank approval in November. Other partners in the project include Royal Dutch/Shell Group, the state-owned Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation and the Volta River Authority

Continuing the advice on useful web-based learning materials

Perfect Competition

http://www.economics.ltsn.ac.uk/archive/ou/tutorial6/tutorial06.htm
The excellent Open University tutorial series on Perfect Competition ,which looks in some depth at what Perfect Competition is and its uses in analysing corporate behaviour.

http://vcollege.lansing.cc.mi.us/econ201/unit_03/unit03.htm
Some more detailed analysis of corporate behaviour and government intervention to control the business sector.

Don’t forget that the basics of Perfect Competition, including ALL the relevant diagrams are in the Introduction to Microeconomics course that appears in the Sierra Leone section and under Fourah bay College.

Something extra!!
http://www3.uakron.edu/econ/MidwestConference/2003/2003Presentations/paul-cover-page.html
Though NOT directly addressing perfect competition I felt that it might be useful if I recommended a web-based facility that tackles:

· indifference curves

· budget lines

· their uses

Good luck, this tends to test us all!

Till next time happy reading and studying,

John

