Sierra Leone Economic News – 13th December 2004.

United Kingdom increased aid contribution

The British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone Dr. John Mitchiner and the vice president of Sierra Leone Solomon Berewa signed a 25 million Pound Sterling grant agreement.

"The assistance will support the government of Sierra Leone in its efforts to improve the safety, security and access to justice for the people. It will also support the development of an effective and accountable justice sector that is capable of meeting the needs and interests of the people of Sierra Leone, particularly the poor, the vulnerable and the marginalized", a release from the British High Commission, states. The grant is also meant to help strengthen the police. The release says it will also help address the problems of congestion in prisons, accelerate court proceedings, review juvenile justice, improve the treatment of women and provide additional facilities for the Sierra Leone Police.

The British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone Dr. John Mitchina says, "A just, fair, independent and accessible legal framework is the corner stone of any successful society. Developing and streamlining the operations of the police, prison and judiciary is a crucial component in promoting good governance. It is also vital in safeguarding the fundamental human rights of all citizens".

He added: "In addition, by helping to improve the workings of each element in the justice sector, the benefits will be felt both by individual citizens and by companies and corporations. Local business cannot succeed without the assurance of a fair and transparent justice system in operation"

In 2002, Britain and Sierra Leone also signed a 10-year agreement with the promise of 120 million Pound sterling to be donated within three years.

Diamond Exports

President Kabbah has told visiting German President Prof. Horst Kohler that government exported US$118million worth of diamonds between January-November this year.

He said government earned US$10 million in 2000, US$26 million in 2001, US$41 million in 2002 and US$76 million in 2003 from the diamond sector alone.

"My government is earning substantial revenue from diamond exports and we are making progress to control illicit diamond mining in the country," he said, adding that the country would enforce diamond-mining regulations to sustain the sector.

EU donates generator

The European Union (EU) has donated one 110 KVA Generator to Statistics-Sierra Leone to facilitate the timely processing of census data.

The Generator complements the one provided to the Department by UNFPA a year ago.

EU's Head of Delegation, Karine Genty said the donation is part of EU's support for Statistics-Sierra Leone's activities.

She said the EU wants the census to be conducted effectively and successfully.

Prof. Bob Kandeh, Chairman Statistics-Sierra Leone expressed appreciation for the 110 KVA Generator.

The EU also helps with census

European Union has provided 5.5million Euros to Statistics-Sierra Leone to fund the current population and housing census, a press release issued Monday states.

"This fund is to compliment the support already provided by United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and limited only to covering the direct cost of carrying out census activities," the release said.

The European Union also donated a new generator to Statistics-Sierra Leone and additional vehicles and information technology equipment.

EU Officials say they would support the refurbishment of Statistics-Sierra Leone headquarters and district offices to enable them carryout its mandate of providing vital information for developmental strategies.

Building your Course Notes – more advanced coverage of competitive theory

http://www.economics.strath.ac.uk/Teaching/2nd_Year/31_219_Firms_and_Industries/31_219_firms_and_industries.html
More detailed materials on firms and markets, including the application of economic theory to the world of business.
http://www.kevinhinde.com/Micro2/index.htm
Excellent slides on Game theory and other applications of competitive theory.

http://www-users.york.ac.uk/~jdh1/micro2.html
Some first class presentations on the theory of the firm and moving onto welfare issues and choice and risk.

Wishing you good searching and a peaceful end to 2004,

John Birchall
