Some useful EU sites to visit
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3595155.stm
A complete A-Z of ALL EU terms

An example of which follows with a clear explanation of Qualified Majority Voting

The Council of Ministers has two ways of taking decisions - unanimity, when everyone has to be in agreement - and qualified majority voting - a system of weighted votes. 

QMV is the most common method of decision-making, used in all but the most sensitive issues. 

Issues which are decided on by QMV are also voted on by the European Parliament. This means that the council and parliament act together in co-decision. 

Under QMV, each member state is given a certain number of votes in the council, weighted according to its size and population. For example, Germany, the EU's largest state, has 10 votes, while Portugal has five and Finland three. 

At present, there are 87 votes in the council, distributed between the 15 member states. 

The qualified majority means that 62 votes are needed to pass a proposal, rather than the normal majority of 44. 

At least half the population of the EU and half the member states must also be in favour of a motion for it to pass. 

The current position of EU regarding the Constitution

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3954327.stm
An example is that of Denmark

Referendum: Danes had been due to vote on 27 September 2005 in a legally binding referendum. But Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen said plans to hold the vote had been postponed because of the uncertainty caused by the French and Dutch rejections. 

The Danes argue that it is not clear whether the treaty on the table is still the definitive text and it would unfair to ask people to vote on it. 

"We would like to continue our process, we have prepared everything for the referendum, but of course we cannot put the treaty to a vote in Denmark if there's not a treaty to vote on," the prime minister said. 

Denmark is one of the more Euro sceptic members of the EU and opinion polls suggest the Danish public has been turning against the constitution. 

A Gallup poll in the wake of the French and Dutch "No" votes gave the "No" side 38%, against 34% for the "Yes" side. 

A poll by the same agency in May had the "No" side on 25%, compared with 45% for the "Yes" side. 

Denmark rejected the Maastricht Treaty in 1992 but adopted it in a second vote, after winning opt-outs, in 1993. 

Danes also voted "No" in a 2000 referendum on acceptance of the euro. 

A brief guide to EU Institutions
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/europe/04/eu_institutions/html/introduction.stm
For example The Council of Ministers

Council of Ministers   

The Council of Ministers is the EU institution which represents the EU member states. It is a many-headed creature and may bring together government ministers from each country, heads of government, ambassadors, or merely government officials. 

A summit meeting of heads of government is known as a European Council, while a meeting of ambassadors (or permanent representatives as they are termed) goes under the name Coreper. 

Many decisions are made by officials meeting in technical committees and are then merely rubber-stamped by ministers. 

Unlike the Commission, the Council of Ministers is not a supranational body but an intergovernmental one. 

It should not be confused with the European Council, which is the name given to the regular meetings - sometimes called summits - of the EU member states' heads of state or government. 

RELATED INTERNET LINKS:

Council of Ministers

