The roadmap to peace in the Middle East?

The document that emerged just prior to the second Gulf War was built on three phases. They aim to bring peace to the most troubled region in the world.

Phase 1 – ending terror and violence and normalising Palestinian life

The Palestinians immediately undertake an unconditional cessation of violence, with supportive measures taken by the Israelis. Both will resume security co-operation based on the Tenet Plan to end violence, terrorism and incitement through a re-structured and effective Palestinian security force.

At the same time the Palestinians will install the apparatus to move towards free, fair and open elections and Israel will withdraw from areas of Palestine occupied since 28th September 2000 and freeze settlement activity in line with the Mitchell Report.

Phase 2 – Transition June to December 2003.

The next series of policies will focus on creating an independent Palestinian state. It will have provisional borders, and attributes of sovereignty based on its new constitution. A prerequisite to this will have been the election of a new Palestinian Prime Minister and decisive actions to stop acts of terrorism emanating from within the Palestinian State. The new state will have to be built on democracy, tolerance, liberty and transparency.

Phase 3 – the permanent status agreement and the end of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict – 2004-2006

The objectives of this phase are to consolidate the reforms and the stabilisation of the Palestinian institutions. It will also concentrate on the security of the new state and move towards a permanent status agreement by 2005. This will be ratified at a conference to be attended by Russia EU the UN and US. This conference should agree, in principle, to fund the requirements needed to lead to a full and permanent Palestinian State. Within the documents will be an agreement on:  borders, Jerusalem, settlements and movements towards a comprehensive Middle East settlement between Israel and Lebanon and Israel and Syria. 

The parties will be aiming to resolve all outstanding disagreements and so conform to UN resolutions 242, 338 and 1397 (Security Council). So ending the occupation that began in 1967. All religious persuasions will have to be represented within Jerusalem and all sections of society will be encouraged to olive in peace with each other. All Arab nations will have to accept the state of Israel and its security.

It will be interesting to see if these ambitious plans are kept to and the region emerges into an era of unprecedented peace.

